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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5271

Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators Cem g, MDernott, and Swecker; by request of Secretary of
State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 10/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to candidate filing; and anendi ng RCW 29A. 24. 070,
29A. 24. 091, and 29A. 80. 041.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A 24.070 and 2006 c 263 s 614 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Decl arati ons of candidacy shall be filed wwth the following filing
of ficers:

(1) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy for
statewi de offices, United States senate, and United States house of
representatives;

(2) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy for the
state legislature, the court of appeals, and the superior court when
the candidate is seeking office in a district conprised of voters from
two or nore counties((—Fhe——seeretaryof—stateandthecountyauditor
ey —accept —declarattons—of —candi-dacy —for —candirdates —for—the—state
Fegtstature——the—cowrt—ob—appeals——and—the—supertor—court—when—the

i d . i s . ’ . . | of :
eounty)) |
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(3) The county auditor for all other offices. For any nonpartisan
office, other than judicial offices and school director in joint
districts, where voters froma district conprising nore than one county
vote upon the candi dates, a declaration of candidacy shall be filed
with the county auditor of the county in which a mgjority of the
registered voters of the district reside. For school directors in
joint school districts, the declaration of candidacy shall be filed
with the county auditor of the county designhated by the superintendent
of public instruction as the county to which the joint school district
i s considered as bel ongi ng under RCW 28A. 323. 040( ( +

4y —For —ab- —other —purposes—of —this —tithe——a —declaration—olf
candi-dacy—for—the—state—tegistature——the—court—ol —appeals—and—the
supertor—eouwrt—Hted—wth-the—seeretary—ofl—state—shalt—bedeerred—to
have been filed with the county auditor when the candidate is seeking
office inadistrict conposed of voters fromone county)).

Each official with whom decl arations of candi dacy are filed under
this section, wthin one business day followng the closing of the
applicable filing period, shall transmt to the public disclosure
comm ssion the information required in RCW29A.24.031 (1) through (4)
for each declaration of candidacy filed in his or her office during
such filing period or alist containing the nane of each candi date who
files such a declaration in his or her office during such filing period
together with a precise identification of the position sought by each
such candi date and the date on which each such declaration was fil ed.
Such official, within three days following his or her receipt of any
letter withdrawi ng a person's nane as a candi date, shall also forward
a copy of such withdrawal letter to the public disclosure comm ssion.

Sec. 2. RCW29A 24.091 and 2006 ¢ 206 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

A ( ( HHHhgtee—of—one—doltar —shalHl—acconpany—each—dectaration—ol
candi-dacyforpreectnet—ecommttee offecer—a)) filing fee of ten dollars
shal|l acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of one thousand dollars or less; afiling fee equal
to one percent of the annual salary of the office at the time of filing
shal | acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of nore than one thousand dollars per annum No

SSB 5271. SL p. 2
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filing fee need acconpany a declaration of candidacy for precinct
committee officer or any office for which conpensation is on a per diem
or per neeting attended basis.

A candi date who | acks sufficient assets or inconme at the tinme of
filing to pay the filing fee required by this section shall submt with
his or her declaration of candidacy a filing fee petition. The
petition shall <contain not less than a nunber of signatures of
regi stered voters equal to the nunber of dollars of the filing fee.
The signatures shall be of voters registered to vote wthin the
jurisdiction of the office for which the candidate is filing.

When the candi dacy is for:

(1) A statewide office, the United States senate, or the United
States house of representatives, the fee shall be paid to the secretary
of state;

(2) Alegislative or judicial office that includes territory from
nmore than one county, the fee shall be paid to the secretary of state
for equal division between the treasuries of the counties conprising
the district((-)) .

(()) (3) A legislative or judicial office that includes
territory fromonly one county( (=

&r)), the fee shall be paid to the county auditor ((+H—the
candi-date—Hted—hi-s—or—her—declaration—ol—candi-dacy—wt-h—the—county
audi tor;

{b) The fee shall be paid to the secretary of state if the

i d i L ed_hi I ol . : i d PN

: . I : hall il | : he
to the county auditor of the county in which the legistative or
i eial offi e )Y -

((3)) (4) A city or town office, the fee shall be paid to the
county auditor who shall transmt it to the city or town clerk for
deposit inthe city or town treasury.

Sec. 3. RCW29A.80.041 and 2004 c 271 s 148 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any menber of a major political party who is a registered voter in
the precinct may ((upen—payrent—oef—afee—ofonedoellar)) file his or
her declaration of candidacy as prescribed under RCW 29A. 24.031 with
the county auditor for the office of precinct commttee officer of his
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or her party in that precinct.

preci nct commttee officer shal

remai ns an eligible voter in that
Passed by the Senate March 7,

Wen elected at the primary, the
serve so long as the conmttee officer
preci nct.

20009.

Passed by the House April 7, 2009.

Approved by the Governor Apri

[ 16, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 17, 2009.
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